A Contextual Study Of The Gospel Of John

                                                         Its scope; central theme; relation to other three gospels

                                                         Lesson 1

5“Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. 6Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.” Proverbs 30:5-6 

What is the significance of the words every and pure? How seriously should we consider the warning in verse 6? (Use a King James Bible to find your answers for these lessons.)

The focus of our study is not just reading through Scriptures but learning how to study doctrinally and critically through contextual understanding of the Biblical text. We will lay groundwork for studying the Bible, “line upon line,” by completing contextual exercises as we move through the gospel of John. This will serve to build a foundation, word-by-word, verse-by-verse. How do we know this is the correct way to study? Consider Isaiah 28:9-10.

“Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 10 For precept must be upon _______________, precept upon ______________________; line upon ____________, line upon line; here a __________, and there a little.” Isaiah 28:9-10

What does teaching this mean to you?

What is the difference between an epistle and a gospel?
The four gospels __________________________________________ (List them.) deal with the earthly life of our Saviour but each gospel presents the LORD from a different focus. What are some of these differences? Write your thoughts before reading further.

____________ portrays the LORD Jesus as Son of David; Heir of Israel’s throne, King of the Jews; fulfillment of prophecy: Jesus of Nazareth is fullment of Messianic predictions of OT prophets and seers (vital for Jews); contrast is shown between Christ and Pharisaism; narrative of birth of Jesus given from viewpoint of Joseph. 

____________ portrays the LORD Jesus as the Servant of God, the perfect Workman of God: characteristics of His service and the manner in which He served are prominent; it’s a book of deeds:19 miracles, 4 parables; Jesus is presented as a teacher who teaches others how to teach: He lived what He taught, an important character trait of a teacher—what each of us should become regarding the Word.

____________focuses on the humanity of the Saviour; presents Him as perfect Man, contrasting Him from the sinful sons of men; author of this book is a doctor, a Gentile; viewpoint of birth of Jesus given from viewpoint of Mary; showed Christ’s sympathy with women and children; more to say about prayer than other Gospels; Jesus is world’s Saviour; accent on sin is universal sin, not specifically Jewish. 

____________views Jesus as the Heavenly One come down (sent) to earth; the eternal Son of the Father made flesh and tabernacling among men: Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. To learn the stated purpose for what was included in the gospel of John, read John 20:30,31: “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are written, (1) that ye might believe that __________________________________________________________________________ and that believing (2)_________________________________________________________________.”

Circle the word name (above). What did seeing Jesus in the flesh and the works He did do for the disciples? “This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples ________________________.” John 2:11

The gospel of John focuses not on the complete life and work of Jesus but at most 20 days out of the 1,000 days of our Lord’s ministry (ISBE Dictionary). Unlike Luke who never saw Jesus in the flesh, the Gospel of John is written by an author who is personally present at the scenes he describes. These proofs are strongly validated throughout his text. An example is in John 1:14: “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” What does “we beheld” mean?

The importance of eye-witness validation of what Jesus did and others saw is repeatedly emphasized by John by his repetitive use of terms such as witness (used 22 times) and record (used 10 times). The Gospel of John focuses on the spiritual revelations of Jesus and how they played a primary role in the author’s life. John’s gospel is the only gospel which gives specific instruction on the importance of being born again—the divine relationship for all sons of God; that is, the necessity of being born of the Spirit. “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” John 1:12-13 “… Except a man be ______________________, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3 (This doctrine is expanded in I John. Notice John’s like eye-witness validation is so prominent in I John 1:1-3.) 

In the gospel of John, we see three types of character traits:

1. Jesus whose character and purpose was same throughout—to glorify the Father, being the One Who was Sent from the Father—the Word; 

2. The disciples—who grew in the faith (and love toward Jesus); 

3. The enemies, the Jews, who grew in hatred toward Jesus to the culminating act of crucifixion. 

Introduction to studying contextually

Without reading further, define these words: gay, wonderful and counsellor (some Bibles, counseller).

What is it that gave you your understanding of these words?

Consider the following regarding your definition of gay:

Deck the halls with boughs of holly, Fa la la la la, la la la la. Tis the season to be jolly …

Don we now our gay apparel … 

What is the Biblical definition of gay? 

Consider “And ye have respect to him that weareth the ______________________, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool.” James 2:3

From the example of the Biblical definition of gay, how does context make a difference in determining the definition of a word? Can you see how the Bible is its own dictionary?

Do a contextual study of wonderful and counsellor. Apply your results to: 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 

Some wrongly combine the two bolded words making “wonderful an adjective, counsellor a noun, and removing the comma. They thus say, “He is a wonderful counseller, ” describing what He does, instead of reflecting His name. It’s like replacing the name God and Godhead with characteristics of God, which is done 300 times in some Bibles. God, for example, is sovereign but that’s not His name.

Look up the Scriptures below. Fill in the missing words. Read the entire verse or more if necessary to get an understanding of the contextual meaning of the word you supplied.  You will get a feel for the awesomeness of His name Wonderful and His name Counsellor. Write below each portion of Scripture what the context indicates “wonderful” means in that verse.

	Deut 28:59 Then the LORD will make thy plagues _________________________________
2 Sam 1:26 thy love to me was _________________________________, passing the love of women.

2 Chron 2:9 for the house which I am about to build shall be ____________________________ great
Job 42:3 that I understood not; things too ________________________________ for me, which I knew not.

Ps 40:5 Many, O LORD my God, are thy ____________________________ works which t
Ps 78:4 and his ____________________________________ works that he hath done
Ps 107:8 Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his ______________________ works
Notice this verse is repeated three times: 107:15, 107:21, 107:31
Ps 111:4 He hath made his _____________________________ works to be remembered
Ps 119:129 Thy testimonies are __________________________
Ps 139:6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me
Prov 30:18 There be three things which are too _____________________ for me, yea, four which I know not:

Isa 25:1 for thou hast done ______________________________ things
Isa 28:29 which is __________________________________wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.
Jer 5:30 A ________________________________ and horrible thing is committed in the land
Matt 7:22 and in thy name done many _________________________________ works
Matt 21:15 And when the chief priests and scribes saw the _______________________ things that he did
Acts 2:11 we do hear them speak in our tongues the ______________________________ works of God



Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. Proverbs 11:14

For I beheld, and there was no man; even among them, and there was no counsellor, that, when I asked of them, could answer a word. Isaiah 41:28

There is one come out of thee, that imagineth evil against the LORD, a wicked counsellor. Nahum 1:11

Wonderful: That which excites or calls forth wonder.

Counsellor: A confidential adviser; an official adviser; person trained to give guidance

Write another definition of wonderful as it applies to the LORD and would be more concise contextually for Isaiah 9:6 than you perhaps wrote on page one of this study sheet. Likewise, write a Biblical definition of gay.

An epistle is a letter written to a person or a church or a group of people. A gospel is a historical account of the life of the Lord Jesus.

For next week, we will study John 1:1-13. Read and meditate on these verses daily. Focus on the following questions: 

1.  What beginning is referred to in John 1:1? Are there other instances of beginning elsewhere that contextually have a different meaning?

2. What does the Word indicate is the best source for a person to obtain a better, deeper, fuller knowledge of God Himself? By studying nature, prayer, Scripture, or something else?

3. Why is the LORD Jesus called “The Word”?

4.  What is the meaning of John 1:4: “the life was the light of men?”

5. The fact that the Saviour is called “the light” in 1:7 teaches us what?

6. What does John 1:12 teach concerning what a sinner must do to be saved?

7. What is the exact meaning of each clause in 1:13? 

“Which were born, not of blood,

nor of the will of the flesh,

nor of the will of man,

but of God.” 

Is there a difference between studying and reading the Word of God? Upon which must a devoted Christian focus? Consider 2 Timothy 2:15 15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Relate study to workman.
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